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         Bright Art Gallery & Cultural Centre 
    SPRING 2025 Newsletter  

Welcome to the SPRING edition of the Bright Art Gallery September 2025 

Three fabulous ART Exhibitions! 
Opening Night Wednesday  

24 Sep at 7pm 
All welcome, members and visitors.  

Entry by donation. 
Nette Mitchell and the Aldridge brothers  

will talk about their exhibitions, come and enjoy a 
social evening immersed in the ARTS. 

 

Firstly, there is ‘Into the Garden’ by local artist, Nette 
Mitchell. Her display narrates an exciting and colourful 
story of 40 works in digital art and photography.  
Next, we have ‘People and Places’, which is a high-
quality selection of paintings and drawings from a 
private collection which has been acquired over many 
years of ardent collecting by the Aldridge brothers of 
Wangaratta. This is a display of 50 recent acquisitions 
in various mediums, including: oil, watercolour, 
charcoal and mixed media works. Some very well-
known and prominent artists are featured. It is indeed 
an impressive display. 
The final section by ‘Alpine Artists’ is a diverse 
display of paintings, photographs and 3-dimensional 
work by artist members of the Bright Art Gallery. Spring 

 Exhibitions continued page 2… 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Fri 19 Sep & Sat 20 Sep 10am-1pm Deliver Spring Exhibition entries 
Wed 24 Sep at 7pm   Opening Night Spring Exhibitions 
Thu 25 Sep to Mon 3 Nov   Spring Exhibitions Open Thu to Mon 10am-4pm 
Sun 19 Oct at 2.30pm   AGM 
Sun 26 Oct 10am to 4pm   Watercolour workshop with Rehan Vazid 
Mon 3 Nov 4-5 & Tue 4 Nov 10am-12 Collect Spring Exhibition entries 
Wed 12 Nov to Wed 19 Nov   P-12 School Exhibition  
Fri 14 Nov   Entry forms in for Summer ART Awards Exhibition 
Fri 21 & Sat 22 Nov 10am-1pm  Deliver Summer ART Awards Exhibition 
Fri 28 Nov at 7pm   Opening of the Summer ART Awards Exhibition 
Sat 29 Nov to Mon 26 Jan   Summer ART Awards Exhibition Open Thu – Mon 
Tue 23 Dec reopening Thu 1 Jan 2026 Gallery closed for Christmas break 
Mon 26 Jan 4-5, Tue 27 & Sat 31 Jan 10am-1pm Pick up of Summer ART  
Fri 27 Mar at 7pm   Opening of the 2026 Autumn Art Exhibition 
Sat 28 Mar to Sun 10 May   Autumn Art Exhibition – open daily 10am to 4pm 
 

SPRING Exhibitions - Thu 25 Sep to Mon 3 Nov 
Exhibition Open Thursday to Monday from 10am to 4pm 
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People & Places 
Among art collectors, twin brothers Ron and Ross 
Aldridge stand out for their unpretentious nature. 
Humbly proud of their vast collection, they exhibit great 
enthusiasm when discussing each individual piece. 

 

Over the last five years, they have meticulously selected each artwork from their 
recent acquisitions, encompassing both traditional 
and contemporary styles. They encourage viewers to 
take a moment in front of each 
painting, reflecting on the artist's 
intended message and the 
emotions infused within it.  
 

In addition to the opening night,  
you may encounter the brothers 
at the gallery on Thursdays and 
Sundays. 

  

Nette Mitchell    Into the Garden 
 

My mind is a garden, with many jobs to do, weeds popping up 
all the time, and working out which weeds are poisonous, and 
which are medicinal. Harvesting a good year’s growth and 
planting seeds for the following season, this is my garden, my 
mind. 
 

This work is about how I see the world. First, I see a beautiful 
landscape rich in colour and vibrance while my mind is quiet 

and still. The details are in the black, the dark places where we sit calmly and 
search our minds for answers to questions we don't speak out loud.  
The darkness in my landscapes represents quiet reflection, stillness, and peace, 
but I always want more, to look deeper for the details.  
Looking closer, I find bright, vibrant flowers bursting to be part of the landscape, 
bringing love, happiness, and food to all. When I zoom in, I see the bugs that make 
everything possible; they fertilise the landscape to continue the growth, yet they 
have a specific job. They do not get to choose to go off and become an Artist 
Butterfly or Bee; their job is straightforward and determined, and they don't question 

their purpose in the world. 
 
This exhibition is my garden, my mind.  
Look at the landscape, find the flowers, and understand the bugs and 
animals.  
We are animals and know our role in life; mine is to be an artist.  
 
I hope you enjoy my work, 

Nette 
 

The Alpine Artists Exhibition 
 

In the John Marsciorini Gallery, the Alpine Artists promise to take your breath away with a variety of art 
works in oil, watercolour, pastel, photographs, ceramics and more.  

 
The piano recital by 
Barry Davis held last 
July attracted a large 
and appreciative 
audience. 

Barbara Beasley-Southgate 
Gore Bay NZ 

Mike Barr 
Brunswick Street 

Gregory R Smith 
Red, Gold & Brass 
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Vale Jenny McNaught 
 

Like myself, I know that many Gallery members who 
knew Jenny were shocked and deeply saddened by 
her sudden passing at home on Saturday 23rd 
August. 
 

Jenny will be remembered by all of us as a cheerful, 
kindly and energetic person, who delighted in 
serving the Community. 
 

When Jenny joined the Art Gallery committee some 
five years ago, those qualities came to the fore as 
she became involved in several facets of the gallery’s 
functions, particularly in organising catering for various 
Exhibition openings, and helping to find and organise suitable 
acts to replace what used to be known as Café Culture. She 

also took a keen interest in the garden. And of course, she (and Fraser) were often 
on hand to assist with the setting up, hanging and dismantling of our various annual 
exhibitions. 
 

As a committee member, Jenny provided thoughtful insights and ideas for our 
consideration. She will be greatly missed. 
 

Stephen McCall, President. 
 

BRIGHT ART GALLERY WORKSHOP PROGRAM 
We are delighted to announce the inaugural workshop in what we hope will be a 
series of future events hosted by Bright Art Gallery. The instructor will be Rehann 
Vazid from Melbourne, who is quickly gaining recognition for his bold and innovative 
use of colour: 
 

Being Bold in Watercolour - Full Day Immersive Workshop 
Sunday 26 October 2025 - 10:00 am  4:00 pm 
 

Being Bold in Watercolour is a dynamic, hands-on workshop series that empowers 
painters to break free from hesitation and embrace spontaneity, strong mark-
making, and expressive colour.  
You can view some of his stunning paintings and more information about the 

workshop at www.seasaltstudio.com.au   -   For additional information and booking, please contact 
Steve McCall via the Gallery's email: manager@brightartgallery.org.au 
 

The cost for the workshop will be $100, which includes some materials. Those who have already 

expressed an interest need to pay in full by the end of September to secure their place, as there 

are only a few vacancies left! Direct transfer: BSB 633 000  Acc 146 612 726  Reference: Workshop 

 
 

 
All members are cordially invited to participate in the Annual General Meeting (AGM) scheduled for 
Sunday, 19 October at 2:30 PM, which will be followed by afternoon tea. The Gallery greatly appreciates 
your support, so we encourage you to attend if possible. If anyone is interested in nominating for the 
committee, particularly in roles related to publicity, workshops, musical performances or assisting with 
exhibitions, please contact the gallery via email at manager@brightartgallery.org.au 

 
Congratulations to Jessie Yvette Journoud-Ryan for winning 

the Toorak Village Traders Award 2025 as part of the annual 

Toorak Village Sculpture exhibition. The winning sculpture is 

her Sulphur Crested Cockatoo ‘Heavy Weight’  

The Toorak Village Sculpture exhibition runs from Sept 1st - 

12th October. 

AGM Sunday 19 October at 2.30 

http://www.seasaltstudio.com.au/
mailto:manager@brightartgallery.org.au
mailto:manager@brightartgallery.org.au
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The heart of each exhibition    

Thanks to the generous volunteering by the Gallery’s members, we were able to stay open every day 

during the Winter Exhibition. 
 

The Spring Exhibition opens on Thursday 25 September, with two volunteers needed for the morning 

session (10 am to 1 pm) and two more in the afternoons (1 pm to 4 pm). The Gallery will be closed on 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and the Exhibition ends on Monday 3 November. 
 

The time given by the member volunteers is greatly appreciated by both the Committee and the public. 

The roster is now available in the Gallery for names to be added. If you are new to volunteering at the 

Gallery, guidelines are available for both the Front Desk and the Sales Desk positions. These can be 

emailed on request, and experienced volunteers are always available to help. 
 

If you’d like to nominate times early before the start of the Exhibition (and some spots have already been 

claimed) please text me on 0427 637 269 or email me on jkrobinson290@gmail.com 

I will be sending out a list of available spots just prior to the Exhibition opening, to those already on the 

list of volunteers. 

Thank you,  

Kim Robinson  

Volunteer Coordinator 
 

BAG Defibrillator 
The Gallery has now purchased a defibrillator. It has been activated and installed in a 
bracket beside the toilets.  If you suspect a cardiac arrest emergency, don’t be afraid 
to use it!  You don’t need any prior knowledge: it will talk to you and guide you through 
every step and will not administer a shock unless it is appropriate to do so. The 
instructions above are attached with Velcro strips and can be taken off to assist if 
needed. 

 
I hope that all members are bearing up as best they can, given the uncertainty and distress caused by 
the recent tragic events in what is normally a peaceful area. Additionally, the Gallery has lost a very 
special person, with the passing of Jenny McNaught - the focus of a separate article. 
 

Best as we can, we must now prepare for the upcoming events of the next few months - the Spring Art 
Show, our Annual General Meeting in October, the P12 school exhibition and Summer ART Awards. 
 

We will undoubtedly be very busy, but I’m sure that our members will 
rally around as usual and help when possible. Furthermore, we have a 
watercolour workshop scheduled for Sunday, 26th October. More 
details can be found elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 

Steve McCall 
 

Summer ART Awards Exhibition 2025-26 
Celebrating the Alpine Artists 

 

Opening night & Members’ Christmas Function Fri 28 Nov at 7pm 
 

Exhibition: Sat 29 Nov to Mon 26 Jan 2026 
Open 5 days a week (Thu to Mon) 10am to 4pm. Closed Tue + Wed 

Entry forms must be received at the gallery by Fri 14 Nov 
Delivery of work is on Fri 21 or Sat 22 Nov between 10 am – 1 pm 

 

GALLERY VOLUNTEERS 

President’s Prattle 

mailto:jkrobinson290@gmail.com
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The Summer ART Awards Exhibition is open to ALL ARTIST MEMBERS of the Bright Art Gallery (The 
Alpine Artists). No entry fee is charged - membership must be paid up for 2026 before sending in your 
entry form. All annual membership payments ($25) and Youth Memberships (under 18 years) of $10, 
paid after 1 Oct 2025 cover two months of 2025 and the entire 2026 period. 
Pay membership online https://www.brightartgallery.org.au/shop/membership/ 
This is the yearly exhibition open to all Youth Members of the gallery. (The autumn, winter and spring 
exhibitions are for over 18 years.) There is a separate entry form for Youth Members and Alpine Artists. 
Download the entry forms: https://www.brightartgallery.org.au/upcoming-exhibitions/ 
Please read through the conditions on the entry form carefully before submitting, thank you. 

 

Sections and Prizes: 

Grand Acquisitive Prize of $2000 

for the best WORK IN SHOW 

This may be any medium including painting, photography, 

sculpture. It will enable the gallery to add members’ art works to 

the PERMANENT COLLECTION. 

 Artworks in category 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 will be judged for this prize 

Adult $2000 

Acquisitive 

Sponsored by 

 

Section 1 Oil and Acrylic 

 

Adult $500 

Section 2  Watercolour and Pastel 

 

Adult $500 

Section 3 Other & Mixed Medium & Digitally Created Art 

 

Adult $500 

Section 4 Photographs 

 

Adult $500 

Section 5 Sculptural Works – any medium – wall-hanging 

or standing 

Adult $500 
Sponsored by 

The Art Store  
@ Bright PO 

Section 6 Glass Art Adult $300 

Section 7 Ceramic Art Adult $300 
Sponsored by 

Mitch Gotz 

Section 8 Youth Art Prize – Age 12-17 – 2 or 3 Dimensional 

This may be a painting, drawing, photography, 

digitally created art or 3D sculptural. 

Youth $300 
Sponsored by  

Section 9 Youth Art Prize – Age 6-11 – 2 or 3 Dimensional 

This may be a painting, drawing, photography, 

digitally created art or 3D sculptural. 

Youth $100 
Sponsored by  

 

Bright Art Gallery & Cultural Centre Committee                          Inc A9293R 

President: Steve McCall (Autumn Art Exhibition Coordinator)  Treasurer: Alan & Libby Owen-Jones 
Vice President: Roy Ward (Assets & Council Liaison)     Association Secretary: Renata Armishaw 
Committee: Pauline McCall (Minutes & Correspondence Secretary), Yvette Van Urk (Membership 
Secretary & Musical Performances), Annemarie Wiegerinck (Summer & Winter Exhibitions 
Coordinator & Newsletters), Kim Robinson (Volunteers Coordinator), Libby Owen-Jones (Gallery 
Shop Coordinator), Kay Gillis (Permanent Collection), Carol Styles (Social Media & Website), Jan Bird 
& Emma Feltrin (Spring Exhibition Coordinators) Barry Willcox, Kitty Knappstein. 

Contact: manager@brightartgallery.org.au  - 03 5750 1660 - PO Box 216, Bright Vic 3741 
28 Mountbatten Ave Bright – www.brightartgallery.org.au 

 

After hours phone numbers: Steve & Pauline 0429 127 444; Kim 0427 637 269; Annemarie 0413 247 237 

https://www.brightartgallery.org.au/shop/membership/
https://www.brightartgallery.org.au/upcoming-exhibitions/
mailto:manager@brightartgallery.org.au
http://www.brightartgallery.org.au/

