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         Bright Art Gallery & Cultural Centre 
    SUMMER 2025-26 Newsletter  

Welcome to the SUMMER edition of the Bright Art Gallery December 2025 

A big thank you to our 3 expert judges: Glenys Baxter, 
Matt Palmer and Linda Prowse. They faced a tough challenge that 

required thorough contemplation, leading them to the following winners:   
Grand Acquisitive Prize – sponsored by The Bright Branch of the 
Bendigo Community Bank - Donna Prentice Absolutely Fabulous 

 
Oils & Acrylics Winner:  
Kathy Ellem True Grit 

Watercolour & Pastel 
Winner: 306  Nina Volk 
Foggy Sunrise  

 
Other & Mixed Medium & Digitally Created Art 

Winner: Jan & Tahlia Bird Foggy Morning, 

Snow Road 

 
Photography 

Winner: 
Meredith Briggs 

Rockpool 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Sat 29 Nov to Mon 26 Jan   Summer ART Awards Exhibition Open Thu – Mon 
Fri 19 and Sat 20 Dec at 4pm  Piano Recital by Akeidha Alexander 
Tue 23 Dec reopening Thu 1 Jan 2026 Gallery closed for Christmas break 
Mon 26 Jan 4-5, Tue 27 & Sat 31 Jan 10am-1pm Pick up of Summer ART 
Fri 13 February   Entry Forms due in for the Autumn Art Exhibition 
Fri 13, Sat 14, Sun 15 March 10am-2pm Delivery of Autumn Art Works 
Fri 27 Mar at 7pm   Opening of the 2026 Autumn Art Exhibition 
Sat 28 Mar to Sun 10 May   Autumn Art Exhibition – open daily 10am to 4pm 
Sun 10 May 1pm-5pm & Mon 11 May 10am-4 pm Pick up of Autumn Art Works for artists and 

buyers 
Fri 29 May to Mon 15 Jun    Thomas in the B.A.G. Solo Exhibition by Tom Lawler  
Sat 27 Jun to Sun 12 July    Winter Exhibitions – Open daily 10am-4pm  
Thu 24 Sep to Mon 2 Nov    Spring Exhibitions – Open Thu to Mon  
 

Summer ART Awards Exhibition 
Exhibition Open Thursday to Monday from 10am to 4pm 

Donna Prentice with ‘Absolutely 
Fabulous’ and Bendigo Bank 
representative Kim Murrells 
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Sculptural Works Winner: Jessie Yvette Journoud-Ryan Reverence 
 

Glass Art Winner: Tracy Joy Andrews 
Pink Sponge Coral  
 

Ceramic Art Winner: Rosemary Brigden 
Clowns Chess Set 

 
Youth Art Prize – Age 12 to 17 Winner: 
Maya Tolliday Poppy 

 

Youth Art Prize – Age 6 to 11 Winner:  
Hazel Pike The Little Village of Worry Eaters 

 

                      Highly Commended: 
 

Acrylic - Stephen McCall Summer Colours Kaleidoscope 
 
Oil – 
Ruth Bosveld 

Tasmanian 
Azure 
Kingfisher II 

Pastel – Barry Willcox  
Bushland Setting, Mt.Buffalo 

Oil - Jennifer Paull 

Mixed Medium - Andrea Autumn Smoke, Winton 

Travassaros Vessels 
 

←Graphite & Colour Pencil - Linda Weil 
Sprocketree 

← Photography - Helen Brecknell - Storm over Mt Buffalo 
 
 

 
Pastel – Kay Davidson - Rabshakeh 

Photography –   Ceramic  
Pat Morrissey -   Kirsty Willcox - 
Snowgum in Mist   Lepus Dubh, Black Hare 

Pastel - Jennifer Paull       Watercolour   
Sunflowers         Donna Prentice 

         Little Explorer 
          
          
 

Glass - Judy Rodsted-Wood       Ceramics 
Lace – Turquoise Platter     Lucy Allman 

              Once Used, Still Here 
Youth Award 6-11 Years     
Eloise Clyne           Youth Award 12-17 Years        Youth Award 6-11 Years 
Steampunk Book            Wesley Booth Brown Cow Heidi Booth - Flow like a Flower II 
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The Opening Night, Awards Presentation and Members’ Christmas function was well attended. It was 
great to see so many members and families there. Congratulations to all winners and highly 
commendeds and of course, to all artists who have made this exhibition so fantastic. 

Winner of the 12-17yr Award 
Maya Tolliday for her painting of 
Poppy, sponsor Britt Howard &  Winner of the 6-11 yr Award is 

judges Matt Palmer & LindaProwse   Hazel Pike for The Little Village 
   of Worry Eaters with judge Glenys 

Baxter and Exhibition Coordinator 
Annemarie Wiegerinck 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Well, it’s that busy time of year again when everyone seems to be busy with end of year celebrations 
and preparations for Christmas activities. 
Speaking of celebrations, our annual members’ gathering and opening of the Summer Art Awards 
exhibition was held on the evening of Friday 28th November. It was very well attended, and we received 
lots of compliments about the standard of the show. Many thanks to all those who assisted in planning 
and setup.  
A popular new feature was the TV display of winning paintings as the they were announced by the team 
of judges. Many thanks to Dan A’Vard for setting it all up - it is certainly something we will use in future 
exhibitions. 

May I wish you all a safe and happy Christmas and New Year. 
Steve McCall 
President   

 
4PM at the Bright Art Gallery  

Friday the 19th and Saturday the 20th of December. 

        The programme will run for approximately 40 minutes. Entry by Donation! 
 

From Akeidha: 
 

I have been playing piano for 11 years and have been teaching locally for the 
past 4 years. I have a great passion for classical music. This will be my second 
recital at the Bright Art gallery.  As a local, I’m looking forward to playing for the 
community, sharing a small but varied selection of piano music from Chopin, 
Glinka, Tchaikovsky, Bach, Hayden and Grainger.  
 

Thank you for your support, Akeidha.  

President’s Prattle 
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Vale Jon Lilley 
We were very saddened when our former Treasurer and Committee Member 
passed away peacefully at home recently. 
He will be remembered as an affable and capable Treasurer for the Gallery, 
who was always thoughtful and considered in his contributions and held in high 
esteem by all members. He is greatly missed.  
Stephen McCall 
On behalf of the Committee of the Bright Art Gallery & Cultural Centre 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Spring Exhibition Opening Night – September 2025 

Voted as the favourite painting in the Alldridge Brothers Exhibition,  
a watercolour by Julian Bruere After the Flood. Julian is the judge 
for the 2026 Autumn Art Exhibition. 
Opening night: Fri 27 March at 7pm 
Open daily 28 March to 9 May 

Entry forms must be in by Friday 13 February – you can download your 
form here: https://www.brightartgallery.org.au/upcoming-exhibitions/ 
Delivery of work: Fri 13, Sat 14 + Sun 15 March from 10 am to 2 pm 

 

Rehann Vazid -Being Bold in Watercolour 
workshop October 2025 
 Raffle prize during the Summer Exhibition - Oil Painting by Antony Quabba Melbourne Streets 

And to finish off, a BIG THANK YOU to our Sponsors for the Summer ART Awards:  
The Bendigo Bank, Britt White Studio, Bright PO Suppliers of Fine Art Materials & Mitch Gotz 

Bright Art Gallery & Cultural Centre Committee                          Inc A9293R 

President: Steve McCall (Autumn Art Exhibition Coordinator)Treasurers: Libby & Alan Owen-Jones 
Vice President: Kitty Knappstein Association Secretary: Renata Armishaw Committee: Pauline 
McCall (Minutes & Correspondence Secretary, Autumn Art Exhibition Coordinator), Yvette Van Urk 
(Membership Secretary), Annemarie Wiegerinck (Summer & Winter Exhibitions Coordinator & 
Newsletters), Kim Robinson (Volunteers Coordinator), Libby Owen-Jones (Gallery Shop Coordinator), 
Kay Gillis (Permanent Collection), Carol Styles (Social Media & Website), Jan Bird & Emma Feltrin 
(Spring Exhibition Coordinators) Barry Willcox, Roy Ward (Assets & Council Liaison), Daniel A’Vard 
(Social Media & Musical Performances) Jacinta Applegarth, Nette Mitchell. 

Contact: manager@brightartgallery.org.au  - 03 5750 1660 - PO Box 216, Bright Vic 3741 
28 Mountbatten Ave Bright – www.brightartgallery.org.au 

 

After hours phone numbers: Steve & Pauline 0429 127 444; Kim 0427 637 269; Annemarie 0413 247 237 

https://www.brightartgallery.org.au/upcoming-exhibitions/
mailto:manager@brightartgallery.org.au
http://www.brightartgallery.org.au/
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Annual membership runs from the 1st  January to 31st  December 
 

2026 is due now! 
 

Please support your gallery with your membership  
 

It gives the gallery a strong ART & CULTURAL VOICE in the community 
 

Annual Membership is $25 – Lifetime Membership is $250 
Youth Membership is $10 

 
You will receive our quarterly newsletters with all the exhibitions, workshops and 

musical performances information. 
If you are an artist, it gives you an opportunity to exhibit in 3 additional 

exhibitions per year, plus the Autumn Art Exhibition, which is open to non-
members as well as members. 

 
Fill in the form below or go to the website, complete the form and pay 

online – Easy!! 
https://www.brightartgallery.org.au/shop/membership/ 

 

                     Bright Art Gallery & Cultural Centre      ABN: 45 127 851 507  
                                                     

Membership Form  
PO Box 216  
BRIGHT VIC 3741 

 

Renewal of Annual Membership □         New Membership □      Lifetime Membership □ 

Name(s) 

Address 

City                                                                               State Postcode 

Email(s) Phone 

Artist and Artisans Membership (place ticks below where applicable) You will receive news on exhibition opportunities 

Painter □        Photographer □       Other  □ (please specify) …………………………………………… 

I am interested in being a Gallery Volunteer □  

Payment (please tick)  Annual Membership $25 □    Lifetime Membership $250  □ 
Under 18 Youth membership $10 □ Date of Birth for Youth Membership Only …………………….                 

Payments made from 1 October will be for the remainder of the current year and the following year! 

□Bank Transfer ↓                    in person at the gallery □Cash        or           □Credit Card                      

Direct Bank Transfer: Account name = Bright Art Gallery BSB 633 000 Account: 146 612 726    
Reference: Membership-YourSurname    +   Email your form to manager@brightartgallery.org.au 
          

The holder of a Bright Art Gallery & Cultural Centre Membership agrees to comply with all Association rules 

Date:                                                         Signature:                         

Office Use Only  
Receipt number 
 

Database entry 
 

Contacts entry 
 

https://www.brightartgallery.org.au/shop/membership/

